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We talk to the Flipping Bangers boys 
about flipping Bangers and cover the 

brilliant film 'Chasing Perfect' 

Get The 
Look... 

Sting &
Shaggy
Two old Musos in an Abarth  + 
Reliability Revelations



£50 off* 

*£50 credit will applied to 12 month full warranty products at checkout when you use code FCM50.
MotorEasy, 3 The Minster, 58 Portman Road, Reading, RG30 1EA. MotorEasy and the MotorEasy logo are registered trademarks of Motor Easy 
Limited, a company registered in the UK at Staverton Court, Staverton, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL51 0UX. Company number 08423198.

Excellent: 4.7/5

• Free health check

• Free collection & delivery on repairs 

• Repairs paid directly at 10,000 garages

• Repairs covered up to the vehicle value

• Cars under 8 years old and 60,000 miles

 o       o  

I created MotorEasy for car owners who want an easy life
Duncan McClure Fisher, Founder and CEO

W A R R A N T Y  I  S E R V I C E  I  M O T  I  R E P A I R S  I  G A P  |  L E A S I N G  I  T Y R E S

With a MotorEasy car warranty, 
there’s no need to worry.

Car Warranty
for FreeCarMag readers

Get protected today

Save £50 – use code 
FCM50

Enter reg at 
motoreasy.comGB



 freecarmag.com   3

freetorial
I S S U E  7 1  /  2 0 1 9

James Ruppert 
EDITOR james@freecarmag.com
                  Cover Credits l Citroen, BBC, Virgin

The Free Car Mag is distributed free.

Editor James Ruppert 
Publisher Dee Ruppert 
Photographer Andrew Elphick
Product Tester Livy Ruppert
Web Design Chris Allen
Sub Editor  Marion King
Reporter Monica Gill
Tel 0788 540 1977 
Email contact@freecarmag.com
Phassouri House, School Road,  
Norfolk IP25 7QU

©2019 Free Car Mag Limited No part of this 
magazine may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form except by 
agreement of the publisher. The publisher makes 
every effort to ensure that the contents are correct 
but cannot accept responsibility for errors and 
omissions. Unless otherwise stated competitions 
and promotions are not open to readers outside of 
the UK, please see terms and conditions online. 

4 News Events Celebs
6   Sting & Shaggy
8 motoreasy Reliability Survey 
10 Chasing Perfect
12 Bangers & Cash
14 Flipping Bangers
16 Bangernomics
18 Back Seat Driver 
19 mini 60 Years
22 Mercedes Rally
23 Wanted Watches
24 Buy Now 
28 Guy Martin Book
30 Next Time - Future Classics?

THE TEAM

Sting and Shaggy? We've had that picture for a while, but we 
thought it was worth sharing as it is now very much spring. 
Sunshine and convertibles go together as does some 

appropriate music provided by those old fellas.
   Now I know they are riding in an Abarth, but essentially it is a Fiat 
Group car and they do rather well in the latest motoreasy reliability 
survey. In the old days, Fiat often stood for a failure to start because 
of an electronic system that resembled mouldy old pasta. Not 
anymore and when in doubt buy yourself a Subaru. These are stats 
that do not lie.
   We are on TV again and Bangers and Cash makes its debut and 
Bangers and Cash returns for a second series and we talk to friends 
of the mag Will and Gus. 
   Guy Martin has a new paperback and we have an unsigned one up 
for grabs. We will probably give it away online. Or just read it...
   See you next time. 

Guy Martin gives Free Car 
Mag some timely advice... 
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News, Events 
& Celebs

TATIANA CALDERÓN DS TECHEETAH TEST DRIVER
Tatiana has successfully competed in the FIA European Formula 3 Championship for three seasons in 2013 to 2015 and later in the GP3 series from 2016. She 
was announced as a Formula 1 test driver in 2018 and drove a Formula 1 car for the first time a couple of weeks ago, following the Mexican GP.) She said, 
"Formula E is a really exciting space and it’s great to be able to get a sense of the series through the test. It will be the first time that I will drive a fully-electric 
racing car on track, so I’m curious to find out how I will have to adapt my driving style to drive the car in the most efficient way. I’m thrilled to be working with 
DS TECHEETAH following their successful results last season."

VERNON KAY IN DS VIRGIN RACING'S FORMULA E CAR
Kay was first shown the ropes in a DS7 Crossback Performance Line road car, before being let loose in the all-electric single-seater, which 
can reach speeds of up to 140mph. And for good luck, the team chose to rename the car after his wife Tess Daly for some ‘moral support’. 
“I’m one hell of a lucky man,” Vernon commented. “Why? Because the DS Virgin Racing team and their star driver Sam Bird have agreed to let 
me drive one of their stunning, all-electric Formula E cars. Are they bonkers?” Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/3BKw17B_0mo

 Spotted
in the Pit 
Garage

Sorry, this is from 
last season but 

it remains one of 
favourite pictures, 
so we thught we'd 

use it...
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‘A MATCHDAY IN EUROPE’ WITH HYUNDAI
The video, which follows a group of fans from each of Hyundai’s partner clubs: Chelsea FC, AS Roma, Atlético de Madrid, Hertha BSC and 
Olympique Lyonnais, on their journey to and from a game, features the players from the five clubs taking on a range of supporting roles such as 
baristas, photographers, club shop assistants and stewards to help enhance the fans’ matchday experience. The video celebrates the influential 
role that football fans play in following their clubs and reinforces Hyundai’s ‘For the Fans’ campaign, celebrating fans as the real heroes of football 
Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/zmNXhvL98Ro

  
Kimi 

Räikkönen + 
Antonio 

Giovinazzi

STAR-STUDDED VIDEO WITH HYUNDAI STARS
In total, 18 players feature across the video, including the likes of Dutch international, Memphis Depay (Olympique Lyonnais); Bosnian Footballer of 
the Year, Edin Džeko (AS Roma); French World Cup winner, Antoine Griezmann (Atlético de Madrid); Belgium captain, Eden Hazard (Chelsea); and 
former Premier League and UEFA Champions League winner, Salomon Kalou (Hertha BSC). They are joined in the video by Javier Pastore, Cengiz 
Ünder and Bryan Cristante (AS Roma); Stefan Savić and Thomas Lemar (Atlético de Madrid); Olivier Giroud and Willian (Chelsea); Marvin Plattenhardt 
and Davie Selke (Hertha BSC); and Nabil Fekir, Anthony Lopes, Tanguy Ndombele and Bertrand Traoré (Olympique Lyonnais).  
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News, Events 
& Celebs 

...PORTRAYS THE NEW BMW Z4
The photo shoot in the Southern Californian desert was the first official stage of a long-term collaboration which aims to tap into new perspectives on current 
#BMW models. He set to work in December with his favourite camera, a Hasselblad 503 – the young photo designer’s constant travel companion. The time of 
year would have been daunting for an outdoor shoot schedule in Central Europe – but in the Californian desert, with an average temperature of 21 degrees and 
at least five hours of sunlight per day, it was a sheer pleasure to work outdoors. Beckham: “The lighting conditions were fantastic.”

“COOL AND DANGEROUS”: BROOKLYN BECKHAM... 
For Beckham, the upcoming #BMW projects present a welcome opportunity to demonstrate his capabilities in an additional field of 
photography, while at the same time enabling him to explore his own fascination with sports-style cars. The first encounter between 
Beckham and the BMW brand was itself a noteworthy occasion. The young photographer visited the BMW Group Design Studio last 
summer and was able to take some initial shots of the BMW Concept Z4. Together with the design team he also modified his own 
personal vehicle. There is no doubt about it – the new BMW Z4 definitely struck a nerve with Brooklyn Beckham: “cool and dangerous” 
were the words he used to describe it – and “the most mind-blowing car I've ever seen.”

SPOTTED 
OUT AND 
ABOUT



Get 
the 
look

5
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Austin Healey

1  Citroen C5 Aircross £22,305
2  Jeans New Look £22.99
3 Shirt Crew Clothing £36.75
4  Trainers Shoe Zone £39.99

 STAR BAKER MANON LAGREVE +CITROËN 
Manon Lagreve commented: “It’s such a pleasure to partner with Citroën. I’ve always loved the brand for its individuality 
and vibrant personality and it’s no secret that I like a bit of colour. As well as helping me to stand out from the crowd, C4 
Cactus has so much space and is really comfortable, which will make driving up and down the country much more 
enjoyable. I might even drive it back to Brittany to really test out the comfy seats.” Manon was a star baker, but has she got 
the look? Let's find out...

1

4
2

2

3

4
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Musical  Interlude

6 freecarmag.com

The Abarth 124 spider takes a starring role alongside Sting & Shaggy
in “Gotta Get Back My Baby” music video

Sting +
Shaggy
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Porsche 911 Turbo

ABARTH 
124 SPIDER 

£28,826
TOP SPEED 

144MPH
44MPG



motoreasy Reliability

8   freecarmag.com   



 freecarmag.com   9

motoreliabilityiseasy     



Car Design on Film
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DIGITAL 
DOWNLOAD 
FROM 20TH 
MAY AND ON 
DVD FROM 
27TH MAY
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Bangers on TV

The series is based around a vintage 1930s garage on the edge of the
 North York Moors National Park.

Bangers & Cash     

ON YESTERDAY AT 8PM 
THEN ON CATCH UP ON 

UKTV PLAY
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Porsche 911 Turbo



Flipping Bangers

MORE! 
Flipping   
Bangers 

14 Bangernomics.com   

· “We are also committed to finding interesting 
cars rather than the most profitable...”

 

FRIDAYS 

AT 9PM

ON BLAZE
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In the second series of the hit BLAZE UK 
commission of Flipping Bangers, petrol-
head pals Will Trickett and Gus Gregory 
fix and ‘flip’ neglected old cars for a profit. 
Having ditched their day-jobs to trade in 

the cars that people avoid, the duo are risking 
it all once more as any losses will come out of 
their own pockets. To cover their overheads, 
they must double their return on every pound 
invested.

GREAT NEWS YOU HAVE A SECOND 
SERIES, SO THE FIRST ONE MUST 
HAVE DONE WELL?
Will We are very pleased to be back.
Gus When we looked at the figures it was the 
percentage of the audience, which increased, 
up 40% per cent for a 9pm slot that is 
incredible.

WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT THE 
NEW FLIPPING BANGERS OR IS IT 
MORE OF THE SAME?
Gus We have done much newer cars. Oddly 
though the new car we did, an Audi TT won’t 
be shown in the UK. It will be shown in Europe 
and Australia, which is a shame. That car was a 
leap of faith, especially for me and it made me 
a bit anxious.
Will I am not a fan of the more modern car, 
because we are not everyday mechanics and in 
the ‘80s if something had a computer it would 
scare you.  So that was something we had to 
face up to. The core message we are trying to 
get across with the new series is still the same 
thing: it is Gus and me in a workshop with a job 
to do.  We have put ourselves in the position 
where we are going to buy interesting cars. 
Sometimes they are good and sometimes they 
are rubbish. We are trying our level best with 
our hands, some tools and even some chewing 
gum at times to keep these things going.
Gus I think the other thing that comes 
across in this series is a passion for particular 
car. I have a huge wish list which keeps on 
getting longer so if you buy a car that you are 
passionate about it comes across in the series.  
When you have a car that you love because it is 
quirky, or unusual, or because you have always 
wanted it. You know that the person watching 
as well as Will is going to get that. This for me 
has been the interesting journey in this series. 

DID YOU GET MUCH FEEDBACK 
FROM VIEWERS OF THE FIRST 
SERIES ABOUT WHETHER THEY 
WERE INSPIRED TO BUY A BX 
AND NOW MY LIFE IS RUINED? 
Gus We got some response through social 
media and they were keen to know what we 
were doing next. 
Will We get lots of correspondence from 
Eastern Europe which was lovely, nice to have 
their support and we got the feeling we are 
working in the right direction.

IS THE POINT OF FLIPPING 
BANGERS STILL TO BUY A CAR, 
FIX IT UP AND THEN SELL IT AT A 
PROFIT?
Gus Exactly that and doing it in a timescale 
that works financially. We only do it if it is 
genuine; there is not an army of people 
behind us. If you add up the time and 
expenditure then you could not make a 
living doing this. But we end up making a TV 
programme. What do you think Will?
Will There is money to be made, making the 
television programme does get in the way, 
usually people do this in conjunction with 
having a relatively normal job as well. We are 
also committed to finding interesting cars 
rather than the most profitable. 
Gus Watching the new series you can quickly 
work out which cars make the most profit 
and sadly it is the most modern ones. Z3 and 
Audit TT, once you start working on them 
they are brilliant. The TT’s Golf platform is just 
phenomenal to work on. We took a lot of that 
car apart didn’t we?
Will Yes and we put it all back together again 
and it still worked. Oh there was that hazard 
warning light switch which fell through the 
dashboard. 

APART FROM THE AUDI TT, 
WHICH WE WON’T SEE, WHAT 
WERE YOUR FAVOURITE 
BANGERS? 
Gus For me it was the Reliant Kitten. We have 
this thing about maligned cars. However, once 
you dig into it is actually a rather advanced 
car, Morris was still producing the Marina with 
torsion bar suspension whereas the Kitten had 
double wishbone set up and all aluminum. So 
it was a well thought out and developed car in 

a very British vein. I would like to champion 
that as an underdog.
Will Well I’m going to a Banger race this 
weekend featuring Reliants. 
Gus Excellent.
Will I’ll send you some photos. They might 
make you cry. The best car for me was the 
Skoda Estelle. Quite simply when first available 
it was rubbished and we ended up with one 
that was original and stood the test of time 
and had been driven from Hungary I think. 
It was just brilliant. It drove really nicely and 
is very hipster cool and stood up very well 
indeed. I think you will really enjoy this series. 

Will Trickett and Gus Gregory are fixing and flipping 
old bangers which is our sort of show on  Blaze 

Freeview 63, Freesat 162, Sky 565 and Virgin Media 216 
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Have your say           @Bangernomics

 BANGERNOMICS 
MAG

Sister Mag to Free Car is 
Bangernomics. It’s not at 

all like Free Car Mag apart 
from some of  the layout 

and contains, well, 
Bangers. The latest issue is 

free and contains lots of 
interviews we have 

conducted over the years 
with people who have 

been on telly, saving cars, 
repairing cars and selling 
cars. Putting the old cars 
we like on TV has never 
been more trendy. We 

talked to the Mike Brewers 
and Ant Ansteads of this 
world to find out why we 

should watch them. Some 
of the pictures have not 

been seen before, so it is 
worth checking out. The 
next Bangernomics Mag 
though will be a proper 

printed version which will 
cost real money, but be 

worth it. Meanwhile there 
are Bangernomics books 
that you can go and buy.

 

BangernomicsBangernomics

More Bangers
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https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_imag-
es/874276197357596672/kUuht00m_400x400.

jpg

Have your say            @freecarmag1

KEYLESS THEFT
FORD FIGHT BACK

The UK’s two top-selling 
cars in Fiesta and Focus are 
benefitting from new Ford 
security technology which 
disables their keyless entry 

fobs when not in use to 
block illegal hacking.

Now, a new motion 
sensor inside the Ford fob 
detects when it has been 
stationary for longer than 
40 seconds and triggers a 
sleep mode, which will not 

respond to attempts to 
hack its signal via a “relay 

box” or through the 
misuse of other specialist 

equipment.
Moving the keyless fob 

by picking it up inside the 
home and taking it to the 

car will restore full 
functionality by the time 
Fiesta and Focus drivers 

approach their cars. Ford 
fobs are designed to 
operate only within a 

two-metre radius of the 
cars they are bonded to. 
Britain’s best-selling car, 
the Ford Fiesta, plus the 
Fiesta Van version, are 
already being delivered 

with the new fobs as 
standard at no extra cost. 

Back-Seat Driver

Videos on Demand 



 freecarmag.com   19

mini 60

MINI 60

MINI COOPER SE



( 	 	Benefit	from	up	to	40%	savings	 
on	your	repairs.

( 	 	 ur	technicians	monitor	specialist	
workshops	ensuring	 uality	work	is	
carried	out.

( 	 	 ocal	workshops	near	you,	with	 0,000	
across	the	 .

( 	 	No	waiting	time,	your	car	is	collected	 
and	delivered	back	to	you	once	complete.

A car repair
that works 
har er for you

W A R R A N T Y  I  S E R V I C E  I  M O T  I  R E P A I R S  I  G A P  I  T Y R E S

Duncan McClure Fisher
Founder and CEO

Get an instant quote and save more at motoreasy.com

At motoreasy, we want to save you time,  
money and hassle, allowing you to enjoy  

the better things in your life.

Your car repairs	with	motoreasy	looks	like	this

Relax	-	with	all	of	your	car	hassles	taken	care	of,	what will you do?



Get an instant quote and save more at motoreasy.com

( 	 	Benefit	from	up	to	40%	savings	 
on an MOT.

( 	 	All	work	monitored	by	our	personal	
technicians

( 	 	24/7	booking	facility.
( 	 	No	waiting	time,	your	car	is	

collected and delivered back to you 
once	complete.

At motoreasy, we want to save you time,  
money and hassle, allowing you to enjoy  

the better things in your life.
Your car MOT with motoreasy looks like this:

Relax	-	with	all	of	your	car	hassles	taken	care	of,	what will you do?

An MOT  
that improves 
family time

W A R R A N T Y  I  S E R V I C E  I  M O T  I  R E P A I R S  I  G A P  I  T Y R E S

Duncan McClure Fisher
Founder and CEO



TV
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INSPIRED BY EVOQUE

Retro Rally

CLASSIC ON CAMERA 

Mercedes-Benz 
Classic turns a 
vintage classic 
into a 
period rally car 
– in front of 
the camera
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BRABHAM HANDBAG P.O.A. MIVUE C312   £59.99 GORDON MURRAY 
ONEFORMULA £225

TAG Heuer 
Monaco

Wanted
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Buy Now 

ALPINA XD3 

AVAILABLE:
NOW

FROM:£57,900
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NEW FEATURES FOR TIVOLI & XLV 

C1 URBAN RIDE 

TIVOLI SE 
£14,495

XLV ULTIMATE 
£19,745

AVAILABLE:
JUNE
FROM:

£13,180



FINALLY WINTER!

TYRES

High-end winter tyre generation with state-of-the-art technology. ‘Miura-Ori’
3D sipe technology, 4D nano design compound and micro-optimised stiffening
of the tread blocks combine satisfying winter characteristics with low noise and
outstanding performance in wet conditions.

www.falkentyres.co.uk

EUROWINTER I HS01

23480-anzeige-hs01-free-car-mag-220x280-en.indd   1 26.10.18   15:35

Our Porsche Cayenne wears Falkens
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Guy Martin Book

NOW IN
PAPERBACK

PUBLISHED BY
VIRGIN BOOKS:

16TH MAY

PRICE £8.99

WE WILL HAVE 
ONE UNSIGNED 
COPY TO GIVE 

AWAY...
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Since we last heard from him, between 12-hour shifts at 
his local haulage firm, and tatie farming in his new John 
Deere tractor, Guy has also managed to do an awful lot 
of fascinating things as well as appearing on the cover of 
Free Car Mag...

• Restore a 1983 Williams F1 car (then race Jenson Button in it) 
• Help build a WWI tank
• Race in his last ever TT
• Ride with Vladimir Putin’s favourite biker gang the Night Wolves 
• Stand on top of Chernobyl’s nuclear reactors
• Compete on the classic endurance circuit 
• Save his local pub from closure
• Become a dad

Read all about these achievements in his brilliant new book 
and tell us what you think. Free Car Mag’s campaign to make 
him the next 007 is going well.  After all he’s already infiltrated 
at the highest levels in Russia, see issue 62 for proof. 

WATCH OUR 
GUY IN RUSSIA
ON DEMAND AT 

ALL 4
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FCM 72
Next Time

FREECARMAG.COM
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RUSSELL CROWE & RYAN 
GOSLING GO BACK TO 1977

FOOTBALLER’S DRIVES

ZLATAN – THE VOLVO MOVIE

INSIDE THE REMARKABLE  
MARILYN MONROE: THE LEGACY  

OF A LEGEND EXHIBITION



flyscreenqueen.co.uk
01760 441423

folding roller sliding and chain  
screens for doors and windows for home  

and business, diy kits only 
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